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PART-IIA

GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
DISTRICT COUNCIL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT

NOTIFICATION
The 20t September, 2024.

No.DC/L/VII/6/2018-2024/68/314 :- In pursuance of paragraph 11 of the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of
India, the following Act of the Khasi Hills Autonomous District Council is hereby published for general
information:-

THE KHASI HILLS AUTONOMOUS DISTRICT (NOMINATION, SUCCESSION AND ELECTION OF SYIEM,
DEPUTY SYIEM, LYNGSKOR, BAKHRAW, SORDAR SHNAT RAID, LONGSAN MANSAN SHNAT RAID,
RANGBAH SHNONG OR SORDAR SHNONG AND ADMINISTRATION OF KHYRIM SYIEMSHIP)
ACT, 2024.

(Passed by the Khasi Hills Autonomous District Council on the 12" March, 2024)
(Received the assent of the Governor on 7" November, 2024)

(Published in the Meghalaya Gazette on 11" November, 2024)

AN
ACT

To codify & make provisions for the nomination, succession and election of th
Lyngskor, Bakhraw, Sordar Shnat Raid, Longsan Mansan Shnat Raid, Rangbah Sh
and Administration of Khyrim Syiemship.

PREAMBLE_- Whereas under clause
:0 the Constitution of India, the District Council of an Autonomous District is em
aws with respect to the Nomination, Succession and Election of Syiem, Deput

e Syiem, Deputy Syiem,
nong or Sordar Shnong

(f), (9) and (j) of Sub-paragraph (1) of paragraph 3 of the Sixth Schedule

pow.ered to codify and make
y Syiem, Lyngskor, Bakhraw,
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Sordar Shnat Raid, Longsan Mansan Shnat Raid, Rangbah Shnong or Sordar Shnong and Administration of
Khyrim Syiemship.

And whereas Hima Khyrim has

pres
dances etc. Whereby th

erved and practiced the ancient customary religious rites, offerings,
e fundamental

) ideas underlying the festival and colourful dances and music of the
drums and Pipes accompanying them, remain the same as they were in the days of antiquity.
And yvhereas i_t is expedient to make such provisions for the Administration, Nomination, Succession, af_Td
Election of Syiem, Deputy Syiem, Lyngskor, Bakhraw, Sordar Shnat Raid, Longsan Mansan Shnat Raid,
Rangbah Shnong or Sordar Shnong of Khyrim Syiemship.
_Now, therefqre, the District Council of the Khasi Hills Autonomous District, in exercise of powers conferred on
it as aforegaud and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby enacted in the Seventy Fifth Year of
the Republic of India as follows:-

1. Short title, Extent and Commencement:-

(1) This Act may be called the Khasi Hills Autonomous District (Nomination, Succession and Electign
of Syiem, Deputy Syiem, Lyngskor, Bakhraw, Sordar Shnat Raid, Longsan Mansan Shnat Raid,
Rangbah Shnong or Sordar Shnong and Administration of Khyrim Syiemship) Act, 2024.

(2) Itshall apply to the whole of the Khyrim Syiemship.

(3) It shall come into force at once.

¥

Definitions:- In this Act, unless th

: € context otherwise requires, the following expressions shall have the
meaning hereby respectively assigned to them as follows:-

(1) “Acting Sordar or Acting Rangbah Shnong” means a person appointed by the Executive
Dorbar to temporarily look after the village until a new Sordar or Rangbah Shnong is elected.
(2) “Adult”

means a person who is not less than eighteen years of age;

3) “Bakhraw” means and include the “Lyngdoh” or “Myntri”

six primary constituents or provinces or Raid of Nongkre
and Nongkynrih.

of Khyrim Syiemship belonging to the
m, Nongbri, Mawshai, Mawlieh, Lawai

(4) “Basan Shnat Raid” means the Basan Shnat Raid a
and under the provisions of this Act and dul
Basan Shnat Raid is as shown in Appendix- I.

(5) “Customary Tolls” means the tolls levied and collected by the Syiem and his Dorbar on all
merchandise, in accordance with the established customs and usages prevailing in the Syiemship
since time immemorial.

ppointed as such as per customary practice
y recognized by the Executive Dorbar. List of the

(6) “Deputy Syiem” or “Syiem Khynnah”
of the Syiem or son of the eldest sister o
per provision of this Act.

means a Khasi male adult, who is the maternal nephew
f the Syiemsad duly nominated by the Syiem Sad and as

) “District Council” means the Khasi Hills Autonomous District Council constituted under the
provisions of the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India:
(8) “Dorbar Ki Bakhraw” means the Dorbar com

prising of the Lyngdoh and Myntri of Raid

wlieh, Raid Lawai and Raid Nongkynrih.

(9) “Dorbar Raid” means the Council of Bakhraws, the S
the Lyngdoh Shnat Raid, the Basan Shnat Raid or Lon
and elders of the villages in the Raid and Shnat Raid:

Nongkrem, Raid Nongbri, Raid Mawshai, Raid Ma

yiem Shnat Raid, the Sordar Shnat Raid,
gsan, Rangbah Shnong or Sordar Shnong

(10)  “Dorbar Shnat Raid” means and includes the Sordar and Secretary Shnat Raid, all the Sordar

Shnong or Rangbah Shnong and inhabitants of a certain Shnat Raid duly approved by the Syiem
and Dorbar.

(11) “Dorbar Shnong”

means a traditional village institution where the prevailing age-old customary
and traditional gov

ernance and adjudication are carried out in open Dorbar by all adult Khasi
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(12)

(18)

(19)
(20)
(21)

(22)

(23)

(24)

(25)

(26)

(27)

(28)
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residents inhabiting in a particular village or locality. Such Dorbar shall be convened at least once

a year or as and when deemed necessary and is presided over by a Sordar Shnong.

“Dorbar Hima” means the General Dorbar of Khyrim Syiemship comprising of the Syiem, the
the Sordar Shnat Raid, the Longsan

Deputy Syiem, the Lyngskor, the Lyngdoh, the Myntri, '
ong to be summoned by the Executive

Mansan Shnat Raid, the Rangbah Shnong or Sordar Shn
Dorbar as and when necessary. Such Dorbar shall be presided by the Syiem and in his absence

by the Deputy Syiem.
«Election Tribunal” means an Official of the
Magistrate 1t Class Constituted by the Executive
«Executive Committee” means the Executive Committee of the K
Council;

“Executive Committee Dorbar Raid”
certain Raid;

«Executive Committee Dorbar Shnat Raid”
Raid, all the Rangbah Shnong or Sordar Shnong a
sisting of the Syiem, the Deputy Syiem & Bakhraw
mittee, to be presided over by the

District Council Court not below the rank of a
Committee for disposal of election dispute;”

hasi Hills Autonomous District

means and includes the Lyngdoh and all the Myntri of a

means and includes a Sordar and Secretary Shnat
nd some village elders of a certain Shnat Raid.

«Executive Dorbar” means a Committee con
of Khyrim Syiemship duly approved by the Executive Com
Syiem and in his absence by the Deputy Syiem;

» means a committee consisting of the Sordar Shnong or Rangbah
Iders to run its day to day administration, as may be
firmed and approved by the Syiem and Dorbar.

“Executive Dorbar Shnong
Shnong, Secretary Shnong and such Khasi e
constituted by Dorbar Shnong concerned duly con
«Gazette” means the Gazette of Meghalaya.

“Hima” means the areas under the administrative jurisdiction of Khyrim Syiemship.

Kynti and Ri-Raid Lands either vacant or occupied and includes

“ and” means and includes Ri
d things attached to the earth or permanently fastened to

all benefits arising out of the land an
anything attached to the earth.

“Lang Shikhlieh” means a particular village(
the direct administration of the Syiem which con
Festival as shown in Appendix - I of this Act.
include the Syiem Shnat Raid, Lyngdoh Shnat Raid and Basan
Bhoi known as Saw Ksing Saw Lama and Sarikrai.

ative of Raid Nongkrem, Raid Nongbri, Raid Mawshai,
kynrih and elected as such by the respective clans as

s) within the jurisdiction of Khyrim Syiemship under
tributes a ceremonial goat during the Pomblang

“| ongsan Mansan” means and
Shnat Raid native of Shnat Raid Ri-

«_yngdoh” means the elected represent
Raid Mawlieh, Raid Lawai and Raid Nong
shown in Appendix - Il

“Lyngdoh Shnat Raid” means the Lyngdoh Shnat Raid appointed as such as per customary
practice and under the provisions of this Act and duly recognized by the Executive Dorbar. List of
the Lyngdoh Shnat Raid is as shown in Appendix — IV.

Mylliemngap clan of Khyrim Syiemship, who will

“Lyngskor” means a male representative of
d before the Dorbar ki Bakhraw for approval.

propose the Syiem as nominated by the Syiemsa
» means Lynti Sorkari and included a route, footpath, a way, a passage or any

“Lynti Shnong
eing used by the public for connection of:-

other form of linkage b
(i) a village to another village/town/city

(ii) a village to a market/commercial centre

(iii) a village to a permanent farm or agricultural or allied area

(iv) a village to any other place/area which is more or less permanent in nature.
“Mawbri” means a boundary stone erected by the land-owner of any Ri-Kynti land or Bri-Kur or

Ri-Raid land with the knowledge of the bordering land owner or landholder.
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(38)

(39)

(40)
(41)

(42)

(43)
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“Mawpud” means a boundary pillar erected between the Syiemship and other Elaka angd includes

a boundary pillar erected between a Raid or any village falling under the jurisdiction of the
Syiemship.

“Musur” means a type of customary toll levied on all merchandise that enters into the market
within the jurisdiction of the Syiemship.

“Myntri” means the elected representative of Raid Nongkrem, Raid Nongbri, Raid Mawshai, Rajqg

Mawlieh, Raid Lawai and Raid Nongkynrih and elected as such by the respective clans as shown
in Appendix — \/

“Officials” means Mem

bers of the Executive Dorbar and staff working in the office of the Syiem
of Khyrim Syiemship.

“Pomblang Festival” means the annual Religious Festival and Dance of Khyrim Syiemship.

“Raid” means a commune land comprising of villages that falls within the territorial jurisdiction of
Khyrim Syiemshi

P and recognized as such by the Executive Committee and the provision of this
Act.

means an appointment letter or order issued by the Executive Committee to the Syiem
and also includes the appointment letter or order issued by the Syiem and Dorbar to the Deputy

Syiem, Myntri, Lyngdoh, Basan, Rangbah Shnong or Sordar Shnong, Syiem Shnat Raid, Lyngdoh
Shnat Raid, Basan Shnat Raid and Sordar Shnat Raid.

“Secretary Shnong” means an official of the Dorb

experiences in the affairs of the Hima and the village concerned elected by the Khasi adults or as
per prevailing practices and appointed as such under the Provision of this Act.

“Sordar Shnat Raid” means the administrative head belonging to the Khasi community and
native of Khyrim Syiemship representing the inhabitants of Ri-Phlang in Phra Blang, Ri-War of

Khatar - Blang, Shnat Raid Madankyrdem, Shnat Raid Umket of Ri-Bhoi and Shnat Raid Tynring
as shown in Appendix — VI of this Act;

ar Shnong with adequate knowledge and

means the traditional head of the village within Khyrim

“Syiem” means the Traditional and Administrative Head of Kh

Syiem clan nominated and appointed as such by the Syiemsa
under the provision of this Act

yrim Syiemship belonging to the
d as per customary practice and

“Syiemsad” means the Syiem Priestess who has the cu

stomary right to produce and nominate
the Syiem and the Deputy Syiem and recognized as such

by the Executive Dorbar.

“Syiem clan” means the Syiem clan of Khyrim Syiemship who are the descendants of ka “Pah
Syntiew”. The genealogical table of the Syiem's family of Khyrim is shown in Appendix - VII.

“Syiem Shnat Raid” means the Syiem Shnat Raid appointed as such as per customary practice

and under the provisions of this Act and duly recognized by the Executive Dorbar. List of the
Syiem Shnat Raid is as shown in Appendix - VIII.

“Shnat Raid” means a commune land comprising of villages within the territorial jurisdiction of
Raid Mawlieh, Raid Mawshai and Raid Nongkrem and recognized as such by the Hima Khyrim.

“U Synniang U Bynhei” means a voluntary contribution by the residents of the Hima for the

purpose of administration and religious ceremonies (Pomblang) as per customary practice of
Khyrim Syiemship.

“Village Administrator” means a person a

Ppointed by the Syiem in consultation with the
inhabitants of such village to

look after a village inhabited entirely by non-Khasis Community.
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(46) :N\tljillage or Shnong” means an area of human habitation having definite contiguous boundary
ere a number of house-h.olds are grouped together under one administrative set up, duly
recognized as such by the Syiem and his Dorbar and approved by the Executive Committee.

3. Qualiﬁcation§ for the office of the Syiem, Deputy Syiem and Acting Syiem:- An adult male
person bglonglng to the Syiem Khyrim clan who is the resident of the Hima shall qualify to be elected
as the Syiem or the Deputy Syiem, if;-
(1) he is a biological son of parents who are both of indigenous Khasi by birth and a natural

descendant from ka “Pah Syntiew” of Khyrim Syiemship clan;
trilineal system of lineage, the Khasi laws of

(2) he observes and is governed by Khasi ma
f consanguinity and kinship.

inheritance and succession and the Khasi laws 0
(3) he bears a good moral character;

(4) heis able to read, write and speak the Khasi language;

recognized institution or C
ization or District Council;

(5) he is not an employee of any ollege or university or Government
Department or Government Organ

(6) heisnota member of any political party;
a ka

(7) he observes and practice the Khasi indigenous and traditional religious ceremony (ka kni

khriam) prevalent in the Hima;

(8) he strictly follows and practices the indigenou
religion through conversion;

(9) he possess adequate knowledge of the customs,
Hima.

Nomination or Confirmation of the Syiem:-
em, the Bakhraw shall as per customary practice,

(1) When a vacancy occurs in the office of the Syi
inform or intimate the Syiemsad to nominate a Syiem from the Syiem clan of Khyrim Syiemship

to fill up the vacancy.

s faith or religion and shall not embrace any other

traditions and administration prevailing in the

hall propose the nominee

n from the Syiem Sad, the Lyngskor s
e Executive Committee for

for approval and shall recommend to th
r or Sanad.

2) On receipt of the nominatiol
before the Dorbar ki Bakhraw

granting of Appointment Orde
5. Appointment and Succession of the Syiem:- On the basis of the result referred to in Section 4 of
this Act, the Executive Committee shall forthwith issue appointment order or Sanad under such terms
the Executive Committee may provide and not inconsistent with the provisions of
xt Session of the District

and conditions as
this Act, and shall report the appointment of the elected Syiem in the ne

Council.

the Nomination and Confirmation of the $ jem:-

the Returning Officer, any dispute arises
mination of the Syiem, the party or
to the Tribunal constituted by the
dispose of the matter as early as

6. Dispute Regardin
(1) If within thirty days of the declaration of the result by
regarding any matter relating to or connected with the no

parties concerned, shall, by a petition refer the dispute

Executive Committee for the purpose. The Tribunal shall
possible and shall not ordinarily exceed six months from the date of receipt of the case records

which reports and findings shall be submitted to the Executive Committee for its final decision.
ve Committee may, on receipt of a written request from the Tribunal, extend
able grounds.

ecretary to the Executive Committee in duplic
mmittee from time to time.

However, the Executi

the period of six months on reason
ate accompanied

(2) Such petition shall be filed to the S
by a fee as may be prescribed by the Executive Co

o s T WRRvRy. o0 e oo
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Term of Office of the Syiem:- (1)
Khyrim Syiemship and his term o

he may be removed from office o

There shall be only one Syiem to be elected fr
f office shall be for life from the date of his a
I suspended by the Executive Committee if:-

; om the whole of
Ppointment provided that

a) He violates any of the terms and conditions of his appointment; or

b) He violates any of the laws, regulations, rules and the resolution passed by the Council: or
¢) He refuses to carry out the orders and instruction issued by the Executive Committee: or
d)

He is found to be mentally unfit to carry out his functions; or

e) He is found incapable of carryin

g on the administration to the satisfa
Committee due to il| health, old a

ction of the Executive
ge or habitual drunkenness; or

f)  He violated any customary rights and practices prevailing in the Syiemship and duly
recognized by the Executive Committee; or

9) He has been convicted of an offences involving moral turpitude; or

h) He is found to have oppressed the people of the Syiemship and they have just cause for
dissatisfaction with his misrule; or

i) Heisan undischarged insolvent; or

) He is found to have been

conducting himself in a manner derogatory to his office or pre-
judicial to the interest of the

Syiemship or part thereof; or
k) Has been conducting himself in a man

ner which may undermine the authority of the
Executive Committee or the District Counci

l; or

l) He relinquish the Khasi traditional religious rites, faith and practices.

Provided that every such case shall be placed before the Council in its next Session:

Provided further that no Chief shall be removed from office or punished with suspension unless
he is given an opportunity of being heard:;

Provided further that the requirements of the second proviso above shall not apply;-

(i) in the case where the order of removal or punishment or suspension is awarded on
account of his being convicted of an offence involving moral turpitude:
(ii) in the case of order of suspension pending inquiry.

(2) In the event of suspension pending enquiry, the Executive Committee shall frame charges accordingly
and appoint an Inquiry Officer to enquire into such charges framed.

(3) The Inquiry Officer on receipt of the Statement of Defence from th
statement of witnesses if any and call for records if deemed necessa
report. The process of enquiry shall be completed within three

Committee may from time to time extend the period of three months at

Appointment of an Acting Syiem:-

(1) If at any time of the Office of a Syiem falls vacant as
to old age, removal or suspension, the Executive C

e suspended Syiem shall record
ry before submitting his findings or
months. However, the Executive
the request of the Inquiry Officer.

a result of death, resignation, retirement due
ommittee may by order in writing appoint the
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9.

10.

1.
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5Epr‘fty Syiem or when there is no Deputy Syiem, by any person belongs from the same clan of
yrim n(_)mlnated by the Syiem Sad to act as an Acting Syiem who shall exercise all the powers
and functions of the Syiem.

(2) An Acting Syiem will remain in office until appointment of a new Syiem or until further order of the

Executive Committee whichever is earlier.

(3) Whenever there is a change of incumbent
proper taking and handing over charge of t
the predecessor and the successor incumben

ction (1) above, there shall be a

on account of sub-se
in writing between

he office properties duly recorded
ts in the presence of the Bakhraws.

Any deliberate or willful violation of this provision shall be treated to be an act of cri
trust and the incumbent is liable to be proceeded with accordingly. Moreover, suc

no longer be eligible to hold any post or office under the provision of this Act.

Nomination and Confirmation of the Deputy Syiem or Syiem Khynnah:-
Khynnah it is the customary

(1) When a vacancy occurs in the office of the Deputy Syiem or Syiem
duty of the Syiemsad to nominate a Deputy Syiem and such nomination shall be placed before
the Executive Dorbar for approval. On being approved the Syiem shall forthwith issue an
appointment order or Sanad to the Deputy Syiem or Syiem Khynnah who shall exercise such
powers and functions as may be delegated to him by the Syiem and his Executive Dorbar, with an

information to the Executive Committee.

(2) The Deputy Syiem or Syiem Khynnah shall be the member O
Dorbar Hima and he shall preside over the meetings as and when the Syie

ill health or due to unavoidable circumstances.

Dispute regarding the nomination and Confirmation of the Deputy Syiem or Syiem Khynnah:-

If any dispute arises regarding the nomination of the Deputy Syiem or Syiem Khynnah under Sub-
Section (1) of Section 9 above, the dispute shall be referred by the party or parties concerned, by a
petition to the Executive Committee within a period of thirty days from the date of nomination. The

decision of the Executive Committee shall be final.
Such petition shall be filed to the Secretary of the Executive
by a fee as may be prescribed by the Executive Committee.
Term of Office of the Deputy Syiem or Syiem Khynnah:- The Deputy Syiem or Syiem Khynnah
shall hold office during his life time from the date of his appointment provided that he may be removed
from office or suspended by the Executive Dorbar if;-
(a) hehas violated any of the terms and conditions of his ap
(b) he has been conducting himself in @ manner derogatory to his office or which ma
authority of the Executive Committee; or

y unfit or incapable to carry out the adminis
ness; or

minal breach of
h person shall

f the Executive Dorbar and the
m is not present due to

Committee, in duplicate accompanied

pointment or Sanad; or

y undermine the

tration of the Hima due to ill

(c) heis found to be mentall
health, old age or habitual drunken
(d) he violates any customary right and practices prevailing in the Syiemship; or

he has been convicted of an offence involving moral turpitude; or

(e)

() heisan undischarge
him from office; or

d insolvent; the Executive Committee may, after inquiry, suspend or remove

o any other religion.

asi religious functions or convert himself t
ot be removed or suspended from

(9) he relinquish the kh

Provided that t
office unless he is given an opportunity 0

he Deputy Syiem or Syiem Khynnah shall n
f being heard.
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Provided also, that the requirement of the second

the order of removal or suspension is awarded on acco
involving moral turpitude.

proviso shall not apply in the case where
unt of his being convicted of an offence

Qualifications for the office of the Lyngskor:- An adult male person belonging to the Myiliemngap
Clan who is the resident of Khyrim Syiemship shall qualify to be elected as the Lyngskor if ;-

(1 heisa biological son whose parents are both Khasi:

(2) he observes and is governed by Khasi matrilineal system of lineage, the Khasi laws of inheritance

and succession and the Khasi laws of consanguinity and kinship;
(3) he bears a good moral character;

(4) heis a native resident of the Hima;
(5) heis able to read, write and speak the Khasi language;
(6) he possess adequate knowledge of the administration and customary practices in the Hima.

Qualifications for the office of the Lyngdoh and Myntri:- An adult male person belonging to the

Khasi community who is the native of Khyrim Syiemship and who is a resident of Raid Nongkrem, Raid
Nongbri, Raid Mawshai, Raid Mawilieh, Raid Lawai, Raid Nongkynrih shall qualify to be elected as
Lyngdoh or Myntri if;-

(1) he s a biological son whose parents are both Khasi;

(2) he observes and is governed by Khasi matrilineal system of lineage, the Khasi laws of inheritance

and succession and the Khasi laws of consanguinity and kinship;
(3) he bears a good moral character;

(4) he is a native resident of the respective Raid and belongs to the respective Clan;
(5) heis able to read, write and speak the Khasi language;

(6) he possess adequate knowledge of the administration and customary practices in the Hima.

ualifications for the office of the Sordar Raid of Shnat Raid Ri-Phlang (Phra-Blang) and
others:- An adult male person belonging to the Khasi community who is the native of Khyrim

Syiemship and who is a resident of Shnat Raid Ri-Phlang (Phra-Blang) shall qualify to be elected as
Sordar Raid of Shnat Raid Ri-Phlang (Phra-Blang) if;-

(1) heis a biological son whose parents are both Khasi;
(2) he observes and is governed by Khasi matrilineal system of lineage, the Khasi laws of inheritance

and succession and the Khasi laws of consanguinity and kinship;
(3) he bears a good moral character;

(4) heis a native resident of the respective Raid;
(5) heis able to read, write and speak the Khasi language;
(6) he possess adequate knowledge of the administration and customary practices in the Hima.

ualifications for the office of the Syiem Raid, Lyngdoh Raid, Basan Raid of Shnat Raid Ri-Bhoi
& Saw Ksing Saw Lama or Sarikrai:- An adult male person belonging to the Khasi community who is
the native of Khyrim Syiemship and who is a resident of Shnat Raid Ri-Bhoi & Saw Ksing Saw Lama or

Sarikrai shall qualify to be elected as Lyngdoh, Basan of Shnat Raid Ri-Bhoi & Saw Ksing Saw Lama or
Sarikrai if;-

(1) bhe is a biological son whose parents are both Khasi;

(2) he observes and is governed by Khasi matrilineal system of lineage, the Khasi laws of inheritance
and succession and the Khasi laws of consanguinity and kinship;
(8) he bears a good moral character;

(4) he is a native resident of the respective Raid and belongs to the respective Clan;
(5) heis able to read, write and speak the Khasi language;

(6) he possess adequate knowledge of the administration and customary practices in the Hima.

Election or Nomination of the Lyngskor, Bakhraw, the Basan the Syiem Shnat Raid. the
Lyngdoh Shnat Raid or Longsan:-

When a vacancy occurs in the office of the L
Shnat Raid or Longsan, the Executive Dorbar
Lyngskor, the Bakhraw, the Basan, the Lyngd

yngskor, Bakhraw, the Syiem Shnat Raid, the Lyngdoh
shall direct the respective clans to slect or nominate the
oh Shnat Raid, the Syiem Shnat Raid or the Longsan as
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