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ASSAM AND MEGHALAYA AUTONOMOUS DISTRICTS
(CONSTITUTION OF DISTRICT COUNCILS) RULES,
1951, AS AMENDED

15t October 1951

No.TAD/23/51 - In exercise of the powers conferred by
sub-paragraph (6) of Paragraph 2 of the Sixth Schedule to the
Constitution of India, the Governor of Assam is pleased to
make the following rules for the first Constitution of the
District Councils for the autonomous districts comprising the
tribal areas specified in Part II of the table appended to
paragraph 20 of the said Schedule.

PART I
Preliminary

1. (1) These rules shall be called the Assam [and Meghalaya]
Autonomous Districts (Constitution of District
Councils) Rules, 1951.

(2) They shall come into force at once.

2. In these Rules except where it is otherwise expressly provided or
the context otherwise requires:

(1) “Autonomous District” means the Khasi Hills District as
defined under sub-paragraph (1) of paragraph 1 of the
Sixth Schedule;

(2) “Constitution” means the Constitution of India;

3) “Chairman” means the Chairman of the Khasi Hills

District Council and includes any persons for the time
being performing the duties of the Chairman;
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“Constituency” means a constituency for the purpose of
election to the District Council;

“Corrupt practice” means any of the practices specified
in rule 193 or rule 194 of these rules;

“District Council” means the District Council of the
Autonomous District of the Khasi Hills District;

“Deputy  Commissioner” means the Deputy
Commissioner of the Khasi Hills District;

“District Fund” means the District fund of an
autonomous district constituted under paragraph 7 of
the Schedule;

“Executive Committee” means the Executive Committee
of the District Council of the Khasi Hills District;

“Election” means an election to fill a seat or seats in the
District Council;

“Elector” in relation to a Constituency means a
person whose name is for the time being entered in
the electoral roll of that Constituency;

“Gazette” means the Gazette of Meghalaya;

“Governor” means the Governor of Meghalaya;

“Illegal Practice” means any of the practices
specified in rule 195 of these rules;
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“Member” means a member of the District Council;

“Motion” means a proposal made by a member for
the consideration of the District Council relating to
any matter which may be discussed by the said
Council, and includes an amendment or resolution;

“Resolution” means a motion for the purpose of
discussing a matter of general public interest;

“Schedule” means the Sixth Schedule to the
Constitution;

“Schedule Tribes” means such tribes as are
specified by order made by the President under
Article 342 (1) of the Constitution as modified by
law made by Parliament from time to time, in so far
as the specification pertains to the autonomous
district of Meghalaya;

“Session” means the whole period from the time
the District Council is duly assembled to the time
when it is prorogued;

“Secretary, Tribal Areas” means the Secretary to
the Government of Meghalaya in the District
Council Affairs Department or any other officer
whom the State Government may nominate in this
behalf.

Note: — 1) Any expression not defined in these rules, but

occurring therein shall be deemed to have the same meaning
in which they are used in the Constitution.
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2) Any reference in the Principal Rules to the Government of
Assam, State of Assam, State and Legislative Assembly of
Assam shall be construed as reference respectively to the
Government of Meghalaya, the State of Meghalaya,
Meghalaya and the Legislative Assembly of Meghalaya.

3. (1) Except where the context otherwise requires, the General
Clauses Act, 1897, and the Assam General Clauses Act, 1951
shall apply for the interpretation of these rules as they apply
for the interpretation of an Act of Parliament or of the
Legislature of the State of Assam, as the case may be.

(2) Subject to the provisions of sub-rule (1) if any question
arises as to the interpretation of these rules, it shall be referred
for the decision of the Governor and the decision of the
Governor shall be final.

4. If any difficulty arises as to the functioning of any District
Council or the holding of any of election to a District Council
under these rules, or any other matter connected therewith,
the Governor may,, by order, do any thing not inconsistent
with these rules, or any provisions of the Constitution or any
order made thereunder or an Act of Parliament or of the
Legislature of the State of Assam, which appears to him to be
necessary for the proper functioning of, or holding of elections
to the District Council, as the case may be.
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PART II

District Council — Composition — Officers — Executive
Committee

Chapter I

General

5. There shall be a District Council for the Khasi Hills
Autonomous District. This District Council shall be a body
corporate by the name of “The Khasi Hills Autonomous
District Council” and shall have perpetual succession and a
common seal and shall by the said name sue and be sued.

6. (1) The District Council of the Khasi Hills Autonomous
District shall consist of 30 members of whom 29 persons shall
be elected on the basis of adult suffrage and the remaining
1(one) member shall be nominated by the Governor and the
allocation of seats therein shall be as shown in Appendix I to
these Rules.

(2). For the purpose of sub-rule (1), the District Council
may submit its recommendation, if it so desires, to the
Governor.

(3). The Constituencies for election to the District Council
shall be territorial and the extent thereof shall be as shown in
Appendix II to these Rules.

(Rule 5 as amended vide Amendment Rules, 2005)
(Rule 6 as amended vide Tenth Amendment Act, 1983)
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(4) SAVINGS — Notwithstanding anything contained in the
provisions of these Amendment Rules, the member of the
present District Council nominated by the Governor, shall
however, with effect from the date he was so nominated, be
deemed to be a nominated member under these Amendment
Rules.

7. (1) Every District Council, unless sooner dissolved, shall
continue for five years from the date appointed for its first
meeting; provided the said period may be extended by the
Governor by notification in the Gazette for a period not
exceeding one year at a time.

(2) The elected members shall hold office during the life of the
Council and the nominated member shall hold office at the
pleasure of the Governor:

Provided that a member elected to fill casual vacancy shall
hold office only for the remainder of the term of office of the
member whom he replaces.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in this rule, the term
of office of the members of the Executive Committee of a
District Council, who are in office immediately prior to the
date of dissolution of the Council as provided in sub-rule (1),
shall continue till the date of the formation of the Executive
Committee of the newly elected District Council.

8. A person shall not be qualified to be elected as a member of

for membership the District Council unless he:
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(a) is a citizen of India;
(b) is not less than twenty-five years of age; and
(©) is entitled to vote at the election of members of

the District Council of tht autonomous district.

Session of 9. The District Council shall be summoned to meet once in

District Council every four months provided that it may be summoned oftener,
in the event of an emergency; in the manner prescribed in Rule
36.

Chapter I1
Officers of the District Council

Chairman and 10. There shall be a Chairman and a Deputy Chairman of
Deputy Chairman the District Council who shall be elected by the District
of District Council Council in the manner provided for Rule 32 and 33.

Vacation of office 11- A member holding office as Chairman or as Deputy
of Chairman and Chairman of the District Council —

Deputy Chairman
(a) shall vacate his office if he ceases to be a member

of the said Council;
(b) may at any time by writing under his hand
addressed, if such member is the Chairman, to the
Deputy Chairman, and if such member is the Deputy
Chairman, to the Chairman, resign his office, and

(c) may be removed from his office by a resolution of
the District Council as provided for in Rule 107.
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12. (1) While the office of the Chairman is vacant, the duties of
the office shall be performed by the Deputy Chairman or, if
the office of the Deputy Chairman is also vacant, by such
member of the District Council as the Governor may appoint
for the purpose.

(2) During the absence of the Chairman from any sitting of the

District Council, the Deputy Chairman or, if he is also absent,
a member of the Council nominated for the purpose in
accordance with Rule 34 shall act as Chairman.

13. (1) At any sitting of the District Council while any
resolution for the removal of the Chairman from his office is
under consideration, the Chairman, or while any resolution
for the removal of the Deputy Chairman from his office is
under consideration, the Deputy Chairman, shall not, though
he is present, preside, and the provisions of sub-rule (2) of rule
12 shall apply in relation to every such sitting as they apply in
relation to a sitting from which the Chairman or as the case
may be, the Deputy Chairman is absent.

(2) The Chairman shall have the right to speak in, and otherwise to
take part in proceedings of, the District Council while any resolution
for his removal from office is under consideration in the Council and
shall, notwithstanding anything in rule 25, be entitled to vote only in
the first instance on such resolution or on any other matter during
such proceedings but not in the case of an equality of votes.

14. There shall be a Secretary to the District Council, who will
be appointed by the Chairman of the District Council. The Secretary
shall not be a member of the District Council.
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Note: There is no bar to the Secretary to the Executive
Committee to also functioning as Secretary to the District
Council. The two posts could advantageously be held by the
same person.

15. Subject to the previous approval of the Governor, the
District Council of an autonomous district may make rules
regulating the conditions of service of officers and staff
appointed to the services and posts in connection with the
affairs of the District Council;

Provided that until rules are made by the District Council
under this rule, the conditions of service of such officers and
staff of the Council shall be regulated by orders to be issued by
the Governor and in the absence of such orders, by the
relevant rules applicable to Officers and Staff under the rule —
making control of the Government of Meghalaya subject to
such restrictions or modifications as the Governor may direct
in the case of a particular appointment or class or classes of
appointment.

Chapter III
Disqualification of Members

16. (1). No person shall be a member of the District Councils of two
or more autonomous districts and if a person is so elected a member
of two or more District Councils then at expiration of twenty one
days from the date of publication in the Gazette of the declaration
that he has been so elected or, if such publication has been made on
different dates from the latest of such date, that person’s seat in the
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District Councils of all such autonomous districts shall become
vacant, unless he has previously resigned his seat in the
District Councils of all but one of the autonomous
districts.Such a vacancy or vacancies shall be notified by the
Governor in the Gazette.

(2). If a person is elected to more than one seat in the District
Council, then unless within twenty one days from the date of
publication in the Gazette of the name of that person as
having been so elected or, where such publication has been
made on different dates, unless within twenty days from the
latest of such date, such person resigns all but one of the
seats, all the said seats shall become vacant. If he resigns all
but one seat, the remaining seat or seats shall become vacant.
Such a vacancy or vacancies shall be notified by the Governor
in the Gazette.

(3). In the event of any vacancy arising in a Constituency under sub-
rule (1) or (2), the Returning Officer shall, subject to the provisions
of sub-rule (2) of rule 165, declare the candidate following the next
highest number of valid votes in that Constituency as shown in
the return prescribed under rule 168, to be duly elected to fill up
the vacancy , and the name of the candidate so elected shall be
reported to the Secretary to the Government of Assam, Tribal Areas
Department, and published in the Gazette under the signature of the
Returning Officer.

(4). If a member of the District Council resigns his seat by writing
under his hand addressed to the Chairman, his seat shall become
vacant.
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(5). If for a period of thirty days a member of a District
Council is without permission of the Council absent from all
meetings thereof, the Council may declare his seat vacant:

Provided that in computing the said period of thirty days
no account shall be taken of any period during which the
Council is prorogued or is adjourned for more than three
consecutive days.

(6).Where a seat becomes vacant under the provisions of sub-
rule (4) or (5), the Governor shall, by notification in the
Gazette, declare it to be so vacant.

17. (1) A person shall be disqualified for being elected as and for
being a member of the District Council —

(a) if he is a salaried servant of the Government of India or the
Government of any State specified in the first Schedule to the
Constitution or is an employee of any District Council or of any
Regional Council;

(b) if he is of unsound mind and stands so declared by a competent
court, or such other authority as may be recognized by the Governor;

(c) if he is an undischarged insolvent;

(d) if he is not a citizen of India or has voluntarily acquired the
citizenship of a foreign State, or is under any acknowledgement of
allegiance or adherence to a foreign State;

(e) if, whether before or after the commencement of these rules, he
has been convicted, or has, in proceedings for questioning the
validity or regularity of an election, been found to have been guilty,
of any offence or corrupt, or illegal practice which has been
declared by rule 208 or rule 209 to be
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an offence of practice entailing disqualification for
membership of the District Council of an autonomous district,
unless such period has elapsed as has been provided in that
behalf in the said rule 208 or rule 209, as the case may be.

(f) if, whether before or after the commencement of these
rules, he has been convicted by a court in India of any offence
and sentenced to transportation or to imprisonment for not
less than two years, unless a period of five years, or such less
period as the Governor may allow in any particular case, has
elapsed since his release;

Provided that a person convicted for an offence punishable
under the protection of Civil Right Acts, 1955 shall be
disqualified to contest elections to the District Councils for a
period of 6 (six)years from the date of such conviction.

(g) if, having been nominated as a candidate for the District
Council of an autonomous district or having acted as an
election agent of any person so nominated, he has failed to
lodge a return of election expenses within the time and in the
manner prescribed in rule 173, unless five years have elapsed
from the dated on which the return ought to have been lodged
or the Governor has removed the disqualification;

(h) if, having held any office under the Government of India or the
Government of any State or the District Council of any autonomous
district or the Regional Council of any autonomous region, he has,
whether before or after the commencement of these rules, been
dismissed for corruption or disloyalty to the State, unless a period of
five years has elapsed since his dismissal;
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(i) if he is a judicial or a Presiding Officer or a Chairman or a
Vice-Chairman of any of the courts recognised as such by the
District Council;

(j) if he is a lessee or a contractor of the District Council;
Provided that —

(i) a disqualification under clause (e) or clause (f) of this sub-rule
shall not, in the case of a person who becomes so disqualified by
virtue of a conviction or a conviction and a sentence and is at the
date of the disqualification a member of the District Council of an
autonomous district, take effect until three months have elapsed
from the date of such disqualification, or if within these three
months an appeal or petition for revision is brought in respect of the
conviction or the sentence, until that appeal or petition is disposed
of;

(i) a disqualification under clause (g) of this sub-rule shall not take effect
until the expiration of two months from the date by which the return of
election expenses ought to have been lodged or of such longer period as the
Governor may in any particular case allow.

(2) For the purpose of this rule a person shall not be deemed to be an
employee of a District Council or Regional Council by reason only of his
being a member of the Executive Committee of that District Council or
Regional Council, or by reason of his being a member, or a Chairman or
Deputy Chairman of the Khasi Hills District Council.

18. If any question arises as to whether a member of the District
Council has become subject to any of the disqualifications mentioned
in sub-rule (1) of rule 17, the question shall be referred for the
decision of the Governor and his decision shall be final.
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Chapter IV

Executive Committee

19. (1) There shall be an Executive Committee of the District
Council with the Chief Executive Member at the head, and one
or more but not exceeding ten other Members to exercise the
functions hereinafter specified in rules 28, 29, 30 and 31.

(2) There shall be a Secretary to the Executive Committee.
The Secretary shall be appointed by the Chief Executive
Member and shall not be a Member of the District Council.

20. (1) The Chief Executive Member shall be elected by the
District Council and the other Executive Members shall be
appointed by the Governor on the advice of the Chief
Executive Member from amongst the members of the District
Council:

Provided that one from amongst the members under sub-
rule (1) of rule 19, may be appointed as Deputy Chief
Executive Member by the Governor on the advice of the Chief
Executive Member.

Provided that the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman of a
District Council shall not be eligible to hold office either as
Chief Executive Member or as a Deputy Chief Executive
Member or as an Executive Member of the Executive
Committee of the District Council.

(Rules 19(1) & 20 as amended vide Amendment Rules, 2002)
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(2) The Election of the Chief Executive Member shall be conducted
according to the procedure provided for the election of the Deputy
Chairman in rule 10.

21. (1) A member holding office as Chief Executive Member
or a member of the Executive Committee:

(a) shall vacate his office if he ceases to be a member of the
District Council,

(b) may at any time by writing under his hand submit his
resignation, if such member is the Chief Executive Member, to
the Governor through the Chairman, and if such member is a
member of the Executive Committee to the Chief Executive
Member. On his resignation being accepted by the Governor,
such Chief Executive Member shall be deemed to have vacated
office.

(2) When the Chief Executive Member vacates or resigns his
office under sub-rule (1), the other member or members of the
Executive Committee shall also cease to hold office as such,
and a new Executive Committee shall be constituted in
accordance with the provisions of rule 20:

Provided that until a new Chief Executive Member has
been elected and the Executive Committee reconstituted, the
Governor may, not withstanding, anything contained in sub-
rule (1) of rule 19, authorize any one member or more than one
member of the District Council to carry on the duties of the
Executive Committee or may make such other arrangements as
he thinks proper for carrying on the work of the District
Council.

(Rule 21 as amended vide Seventh Amendment Act, 1981)
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22. (1) The Executive Committee shall be collectively responsible to
the District Council and may be removed on a vote of no-confidence
passed by a majority of the member of the District Council at a
meeting specially convened for the purpose.

(2) In case of removal of the Executive Committee, a Chief
Executive Member for the new Executive Committee shall be elected
within 48 hours by the District Council and when this has been done
the Chairman of the District Council shall forthwith submit a report
to the Governor through the Deputy Commissioner.

(3) If the District Council fails to elect the Chief Executive Member
within the time specified under rub-rule (2), the Governor shall
appoint any member of the Council to be the Chief Executive
Member and one or more but not exceeding four other member or
members of the Council as the members of the Executive
Committee. The Executive Committee so constituted shall function
until it is replaced by an Executive Committee constituted in
accordance with the provisions of rule 20.

Saving—Nothing in this Act shall be construed as to have effect on
the composition of the Executive Committee constituted or formed
previously prior to this Act.

23. The Executive Committee, subject to the provisions of rule 15
and in accordance with the rules prescribed in this behalf, may from
time to time determine and appoint the establishment to be employed
by it, and may fix the salaries and allowances to be paid to such
establishment:

Provided that in any financial year, the aggregate salaries and
allowances payable by the District Council in respect of its
establishment shall not exceed such limits as the Governor may fix
from time to time.

(Rule 22 as amended vide Seventh Amendment Act, 1981)
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PART III

Conduct and Procedure of Business

Chapter 1

General

24. Every member of the District Council shall before taking
his seat, make and subscribe before the Judge of the United
Khasi and Jaintia Hills District Council Court, or some person
appointed in this behalf by the Governor, an oath or affirmation
according to the form set out for the purpose in Appendix III.

25. Save as otherwise provided in the constitution and in these
rules, all questions at any sitting of a District Council shall be
determined by a majority of votes of the members present and
voting, other than the Chairman, or person acting as such.

The Chairman or person acting as such, shall not vote in
the first instance, but shall have and exercise a casting vote in
the case of an equality of votes.

26. The District Council shall have power to act
notwithstanding any vacancy in the membership thereof, and
any proceedings in the Council shall be valid notwithstanding
that it is discovered subsequently that some person who was
not entitled so to sat or voted or otherwise took part in the
proceedings.



Quorum

Conduct of

Executive function.

Functions of
Executive
Committee.

18

27. (1) The quorum to constitute a meeting of the District
Council shall be one third of the total number of members of
the District Council.

(2). If at any time during a meeting of the District Council
there is no quorum, it shall be the duty of the Chairman, or
person acting as such, either to adjourn or suspend the meeting
until there is a quorum.

28. (1) The executive functions of the District Council shall be
vested in the Executive Committee.

(2) All orders or instruments made or executed by the
Executive Committee shall be expressed to be made by or by
order of the District Council. Every such order or instrument
shall be signed by the Chief Executive Member or any other
Members of the Executive Committee authorized in writing by
the Chief Executive Member in this behalf and such signature
shall be deemed to be the proper authentication of such order
or instrument.

29. (1) The Executive Committee shall dispose of all matters
falling within its purview, except certain matters hereinafter
specified, which shall be referred to the District Council for
final approval.

(2) The matters excepted under sub-rule (1) are—

(a) cases involving any important change in the administrative
system of the autonomous districts or any important departure
from accepted policy of practice;

(Rule 27(1) substituted vide Amendment Rules, 1997)
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(b) proposal for making regulations, rules or laws as authorized
under the provisions of the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution;

(c) cases which seriously affect or are likely to affect seriously,
the peace or good government of any autonomous district or
likely to affect relations with any such area;

(d) cases affecting the relation of Government with the
autonomous district;

(e) all correspondences of importance with the Government.
(f) all important appointments.
30. Notwithstanding anything contained in rule 29—

If any time, except when the District Council is in
session, an emergency arises which renders it necessary for the
Executive Committee to take immediate action in respect of
any matter or matters specified in clauses (a), (b), (¢), (d), (e)
and (f) of sub-rule 2 of that rule, the Executive Committee of a
District Council other than that of Mikir Hills or the North
Cachar Hills may take such action thereon as the emergency
appears to it to acquire, but every such case shall be laid before
the District Council at its next session.

31. (1) Each member of the Executive Committee shall be
entrusted with specific subjects, the allocation of the subjects
being made by the Chief Executive Member. The Executive
Committee shall be collectively responsible for all executive

(Sub-rule 30 (b) deleted vide Amendment Rules, 1997)
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orders issued in the name of the District Council in accordance
with these rules, whether such orders are authorized by an
individual member of the Executive Committee on a matter
appertaining to his subject or a result of discussion at a meeting
of the Executive Committee, or howsoever otherwise.

(2) One of the members of the Executive Committee will be in
charge of the District Fund, referred to in these rules as the
member —in charge of the financial affairs of the District
Council. The function of the member-in-charge of the financial
affairs of the District Council shall be as follow:-

(a) he shall generally advice on all matters touching receipts
and expenditure of District Council;

(b) he shall be responsible for all matters relating to financial
procedure and the application of the principles of sound
finance;

(c) he shall prepare the budget of the District Council and deal
with all matters relating to budget procedure and the forms and
contents of the financial statement;

(d) he shall be responsible for the “ways and means” position
of the District Fund.
Chapter 11

Election of Chairman and Deputy Chairman

32 (1) When at the beginning of the new District Council or
owing to the vacancy in the office of the Chairman, the election
of a Chairman is necessary, the Governor shall fix a date for
the holding of the election and the Secretary of the District
Council or in his absence, the Deputy Commissioner, shall
send to every member notice of the date so fixed.

(Rule 32 (1) as amended vide Amendment Rules, 1997)
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(2) At any time before noon on the day proceeding the date so fixed
any member may nominate another member for election as Chairman
by delivering or causing to be delivered in the manner hereinafter
provided to the Secretary of the District Council or in his absence,
the Deputy Commissioner, a nomination paper signed by himself, a
proposer and by a third member as seconder stating:-

(a) The name of the member nominated, and
(b) That the propser has ascertained that such member is
willing to serve as Chairman, if elected.

(3) The nomination paper shall be delivered to the Secretary of the
District Council or in his absence, to the Deputy Commissioner in
person by the candidate himself, his seconder or proposer.

(4) A person authorized by the Governor in this behalf shall preside
over the first meeting of the District Council constituted under these
rules pending the election of the Chairman, and he shall read out to
the Council, the name of the members who have been duly
nominated for election as Chairman, together with those of the
proposers and seconders and if only one member has been so
nominated, shall declare that member to be elected. If more than one
member has been so nominated, the Council shall proceed to elect a
Chairman by ballot as prescribed under ApPENDIX xvIII of these Rules.
The ballot papers shall be issued under the seal and signature of the
Secretary of the Khasi Hills Autonomous District Council to the
Members present and voting in the house. The Secretary shall also
keep an account of the ballot papers so issued by him stating therein
the name of the Members to whom the ballot papers have been
issued along with the serial numbers of such ballot papers and shall
also obtain the signature s of the respective Members receiving the
ballot papers at the time of issuing such ballot papers.

(Sub-rules 32(2) & (3) as amended vide Amendment Rules,
1997.Sub-rule 32 (4) as amended vide Amendment Rules, 1997 &
2005)
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(5) For the purpose of sub-rule (4), a member shall not be
deemed to have been duly nominated or entitled to vote if he
and his proposer and seconder have not, before the reading out
of the names by the person presiding, made the oath or
affirmation as members of the Council.

(6) Where two or more candidates obtain an equal number of
votes, the person presiding shall select the Chairman by
drawing lots.

(7) A nomination paper may be withdrawn by the candidate or
the proposer before the Council meets on the date fixed for the
election of a Chairman.

33. (1) When either at the beginning of the new District
Council or owing to the existence of any vacancy in the office
of the Deputy Chairman at any time during the life of the
District Council the election of the Deputy Chairman is
necessary, the Chair shall fix a date for the holding of the
election and the Secretary of the Council shall send to every
member notice of the so fixed.

(2) The procedure for the election of the Deputy Chairman shall be
the same as that for the election of the Chairman as provided for in
rule 32, except that the meeting for the election of the Deputy
Chairman shall be presided over by the Chairman.

34. At the commencement of every session, the Chairman shall
nominate from amongst the members of the District Council a panel
of not more than two Chairmen, any one of whom may, in the order
in which he had been nominated, preside over the Council in the
absence of the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman.

(Sub-rule 32 (7) inserted vide Amendment Rules, 1997)
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35 (1) The Deputy Chairman and any temporary Chairman, when presiding
over the District Council, shall have the same powers as the Chairman when
so presiding and all references to the Chairman in these rules shall, in such
circumstances be deemed to be references to any such persons so presiding.

(2) If for any reason the Chairman is unable to carry out his duties, the
Deputy Chairman and in the absence of the Deputy Chairman, a member
from among the panel of Chairmen nominated by the Chairman shall
perform those duties for the period determined by the Chairman.

CHAPTER 111
Meeting of the District Council

36. (1) Subject to the provisions of sub-rule (3), the Chairman or
such other person authorized by the Governor on this behalf shall
summon the District Council to meet at such time and place as be
thinks fit. He shall inform the Deputy Commissioner of the date,
hour and place for such meeting of the Council.

(2) The Chairman shall cause a notice appointing the date, hour and
place for such meeting signed by the Secretary of the District
Council to be served on each member of the Council at least thirty
days before the date fixed for the meeting.

(3) The District Council shall be summoned to meet three times in a
year, and four months shall not elapse between its last sitting in one
session and the date appointed for its first sitting in the next session:

Provided that in the event of an emergency the Chairman of the
Council, with previous approval of the Governor may summon the
District Council, oftener and at shorter notice than what has been
provided in sub-rule (2);

Provided further that on receipt of a requisition signed by not
less than two-thirds of the members of a District Council, the
Chairman shall summon a special meeting of the Council.
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(4) The Chairman or such other person who summons the District
Council under sub-rules (1) or (3) may also prorogue the Council.

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in this rule, nothing shall
restrict the power of the Governor to summon a meeting of the
District Council at any time he deems fit.

36A. Sitting of the Council, shall subject to the direction of
Chairman, ordinarily commence at 11.00 hours, and concludes at
16.00 hours, unless the Chairman otherwise direct.

36B. The member shall sit in such order as the Chairman may
determine.

37. A member may address the Council in the Khasi or English
language.

Provided that if a member desires to make his address in the
language other than the Khasi or English, he shall have to make over
in advance to the Secretary a written copy of his speech with the
Khasi or an English translation thereof.

38. A member shall rise when he speaks and shall address the
Chairman.

39. When, for the purpose of explanation during discussion or for
any other sufficient reasons, any member has occasion to ask a
question of another member on any matter then under the
consideration of the Council, he shall ask question through the
Chairman.

(Rules 364 & 368 inserted vide Amendment Rules, 1997 and
Rules 37 substituted ibid)
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40. (1) The matter of every speech shall be strictly relevant to the
subject under discussion before the District Council.

(2) A member while speaking shall not—

(i) reflect up on the conduct of the President of India or any
Governor (as distinct from the Government of which he is the head)
or any Court of law in the exercise of its judicial function;

(i1) utter treasonable or seditious words;

(ii1) use offensive expressions regarding the Union or any State
Legislature;

(iv) refer to any matter of fact on which a judicial decision is
pending;

(v) make a personal charge against the Chairman or another member;
or

(vi) use his right of speech, after due warning from the Chairman, for
the purpose of willfully and persistently obstructing the business of
the District Council.

41. No proceedings of the District Council shall be deemed to be, or
ever to have been, invalid by reason of any rule not being, or not
having been, complied with; but in case of any such non-compliance,
any member may raise a point of order.

42. (1) The Chairman shall decide all points of order of which may
arise and his decision shall be final.

(2) Any member may, at any time, submit a point of order for the
decision of the Chairman, but in doing so shall confine himself to
stating the point.
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43. The Chairman, after having drawn the attention of the Council to
the conduct of a member who persists in irrelevance or in tedious
repetition either of his own arguments or of the arguments used by
other members in debate, may direct him to discontinue his speech.

44. (1) The Chairman shall preserve order and have all powers
necessary for the purpose of enforcing his decision on all point.

(2) He may direct any member whose conduct is, in his opinion,
disorderly to withdraw immediately from the meeting of the District
Council, and any member so ordered to withdraw shall do so
forthwith and shall absent himself during the remainder of the day’s
meeting. If any member is order to withdraw from the meeting of the
District Council a second time in the same session, the Chairman
may direct the member to absent himself from the meeting of the
District Council for any period not longer than the remainder of the
session and the member so directed shall absent himself accordingly.

Provided that the Council may, at any time, on a motion being
made resolve that such direction be terminated.

(3) The Chairman may in case of grave disorder arising in the
District Council suspend any sitting for such time as may be
determined by him.

45. The Chairman in consultation with the Chief Executive Member
shall allot so many days as may in his opinion be possible,
compatibly with the public interest for private members business and
may allot different days for the disposal of different classes of such
business. On other days no other business other than official business
shall be transacted.

46.(1) A list of business for each day of the sitting shall be prepared
by the Secretary and shall be circulated to all members at least two
days in advance of the sitting.

(Rule 44(2) as amended vide Amendment Rules, 1997)
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(2) No business, not included in the list of business for the day,
shall be transacted at any meeting without the leave of the Chairman.

47. (1) All business appointed for any day not disposed of on that
day shall stand over until the next day of the session available for
such business.

(2) Any business left over on termination of a session shall lapse
unless it is included in the list of business of any day during the next
session.

48. (1) If a member finds that at any time he is unable to attend the
meetings of the District Council for a period of thirty consecutive
days computed in the manner provided in sub-rule (5) of rule 16, he
shall apply to the Chairman for permission of the District Council to
be so absent.

(2) Such application shall be disposed of as if it were a motion under
Chapter V of this Part.

(3) The Secretary shall inform the members, as soon as possible, of the
decision of the Council on his application.

(4) If a member is absent witho